
Obtain sample of adult side branch
Note: The foliage to ID the tree must come from a side

branch of an adult tree as the juvenile foliage can 
be misleading as it can grow irregularly at this time.

Foliage is:
● Waxy, scale-like,

 flat sprays in a single plane?
● Needles?WAXY

Chamaecyparis genus
(Cypress)

Thuja genus
(Western Red Cedar)

Flow Chart to ID Conifers
(conifer: a tree which bears cones and needle-like or scale-like leaves that are typically evergreen)
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YES

NO Are needles
growing in clusters

of 10+?

Are cones
Generally
spherical?

NEEDLES

Are any of the 
below true?

● Tree is evergreen?
● Needles hard and prickly?
● Needles dark green?
● Cones are dense?

YES

Needles
growing in
isolation?

Larix genus
(Larch)

Cedrus genus
(Cedar (True Cedar))

NO

NO

YES

Needles radiate
from around stem in 3's 
(like helicopter blades)?

Two white strips
running along the underside

of the needles?

NO

YES

Pinus genus
(Pine)

Needles growing in sets of 2, 3, or 5?

Juniperus genus
(Juniper)

May contain 'berries' which are blue or
Green depending on the time of year.

(These are actually the cones)

NO

YES

Tsuga genus
(Hemlock)

YES

Any of the below true?
● Red 'berries' (arils) present?

● Needles on 1 plane but 
bases spiral around twig?

Taxus genus
(Yew)

YES

NO Needles
Stand on wooden

pegs? NO

Small round
scar left on removing

a needle?

Picea genus
(Spruce)

Needles roll in fingers easily

Pseudotsugo genus
(Douglas Fir)

Abies genus
(Fir (True))

YES

NO

NO

YES  
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